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Father, You revealed Your Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star. Lead us to
Your Glory in Heaven by the Light of Faith.
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

The
mystery
of Mary,

Mother of

God
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Today, while much of the world marks the new
beginning of the calendar year, the Church
commemorates the great solemnity of the Mother
of God.

What does this mean?

That the Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of God
means that the child—conceived in her womb by
the power of the Holy Spirit, carried in her body
for nine months, and born into this world—is God.
As such, this celebration highlights the pivotal
truth of the Church’s Faith: that God has, in Jesus
Christ, accepted a human nature, chosen to be
born into this world as we have all been born into
this world, and has lived a real, human life.

In doing so, God has accepted the full implication
of what it means to be human, including the
experiences of suffering and death.

“Why” God did this is what the Scriptures are all
about—from start to finish, from Genesis to
Revelation. In fact, the Bible is not just some kind
of spiritual “self-help” book or just a collection of
ancient literature; the Bible is the story of why God
accepts a human nature in Christ.

Integral to the “why” of God living, like us, a real,
human life is the story of a particular people: the
people of Israel. God chooses Israel centuries
before he reveals himself in Christ and invites
them to prepare themselves to be the means by
which he would reveal himself to the world in an
extraordinary way. Israel, throughout the long ages
of its history, glimpses what God will do (that he
will become a man), but when this revelation
finally happens, the people of Israel are taken by
surprise.

The significance of Israel is highlighted today in
the testimony of the Gospel of Luke that insists

that the child Jesus is circumcised. Remember,
circumcision was the sign that Israel had been set
apart from other peoples and nations for a
particular purpose. In Christ, that purpose is
revealed: Israel is the means by which God will
reveal himself in the world. And the means by
which God does this is by becoming an Israelite
himself: being born into an Israelite family,
learning its culture and customs, speaking its
language, and living its unique way of life.

God’s relationship with Israel is as such that it can
be likened to a mark as permanent, and at times as
painful, as that of circumcision. This is seen in all
its terrifying intensity in the Cross.

Why Israel? This decision on God’s part is
mysterious.

The “how” of God accepting a human nature is an
absolute mystery. It is a revelation that, while it
can be appreciated and believed, can never be fully
explained.

That the Blessed Virgin Mary is called Mother of
God is not pious boilerplate, a kind of title by
which we honor the woman who is the mother of
Jesus Christ.

To testify that the Blessed Virgin Mary is the
Mother of God is simultaneously a statement
about her and a statement about Christ. On the
one hand, it highlights the identity and mission of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, an identity and mission
that is absolutely singular and unique. No one else
is or will ever be the Mother of God. No one else
knows Christ as God in the manner that the
Blessed Virgin Mary did.

God chose her in such a way that he does not
choose us. God made the life of the Blessed Virgin
Mary something that our lives will never be. There
are points of contact between her experience and
our own. She is fully and completely human, like
we are. She is not divine. Nor does she, as a result
of her unique identity and mission, turn into some
kind of divine being. She is like us, but there is
something so radically different about her identity
and mission that while we can love her, we cannot
fully understand her. She is a mystery.

So it is with her Divine Son.

When we identify the Blessed Virgin Mary as the
Mother of God, the emphasis is only secondarily



JANUARY 2, 2022

on her; it is primarily about Christ. Mary being
referred to as the Mother of God tells us that Jesus
Christ is God and was always God. Christ did not
“turn” into God, and calling Christ God is not just
some kind of projection by which we make Jesus of
Nazareth someone very important. That Jesus is
really and truly is God is a fact. God accepting a
human nature in Christ and living a real, human
life is not just a story we tell that is all symbol,
myth and legend; it is all true and it really
happened.

Now, you might be waiting at this point for the
“lesson”—a point of contact between the
testimony I have given and your experience. We
are accustomed to think that preaching must
always deliver a lesson, but in this case, if there is a
lesson, it is that God will always exceed human
expectations and will do so in ways that are
absolutely extravagant. What God had done and
will do will not fit neatly into our categories of
understanding, nor will he be bound by what we
think he should do.

What God will deliver to us are mysteries, and it is
through these mysteries that we will be able to see
and, even in our own limited way, understand who
God is and what he asks of us. But even as this
happens, what is given to us is not a way of
figuring God out. The Incarnation of God in Christ
is the singular and privileged way by which God
reveals himself to the world. We see in Christ with
the greatest clarity possible who God is and what
he is all about.

This clarity of vision is made possible by God
because it is in the radiance of his own life and
love that he reveals himself in Christ. What we see
in Christ is a mystery.

And that is the lesson: God has, in Christ, accepted
a human nature and lived a real human life. It is
this mysterious revelation that the Church, like
Christ’s Mother, the Mother of God, contemplates
and treasures on this day, and all the days of the
year. Fr. Steve Grunow, Word on Fire
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MASS INTENTIONS

OF THE WEEK

Sunday, January 2™

9:00 a.m. T Tomasina & Francesco Parente

11:00 a.m. T Cesarina Corriero & Vito Trentadue
Friday, January 7t

8:30 a.m. T Innocenzo & Vincenzina Mammone &

Attilio & Maria Tuzi
Saturday, January 8

8:30 a.m.

4:30 p.m. Pro populo

Sunday, January 9t

9:00 a.m. Deceased members of KofC
11:00 a.m. t Tony Vonk

There will be no daily Mass on Jan 4, 5, 6.

Healing & Reconciliation Resources
You can find a lot of information on Healing &
Reconciliation initiative at:
https://www.archtoronto.org/en/offices-and-
ministries/sub-sites/healing-and-reconciliation/home

St. Leo Knights of Columbus wishes to have the
following Deceased Council Members
remembered, and to extend appreciation to their
families at the 9:00 A.M. Mass on January 9, 2022

Lou Kennelly Gerald Ravary

Paul Gwen Marten Martins
Father Maloney George Campbell
Edward Conboy Fred Molica

Brian MacKinnon Michele Cavallari
Tony Vonk Tom Ashworth
Harold Forbes Vincenzo Corvinelli
Joseph Bodja Frank O'Neill

Lou Regimbal James Vernooy

Paul Ponce de Leon

Synod on Synodality

Pope Francis has launched the Synod on
Synodality: a two-year global process of listening
to the faithful that will help the Church reflect on
how we can do God’s will in the world today. The
comments of the faithful will ultimately be
discussed at a meeting of the bishops in the
Vatican in 2023. To learn more about the Synod on
Synodality and to share your thoughts, please
visit: www.archtoronto.org/synodality
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ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING
Do it for your home do it for
the health of your family.

For a FREE No Obligation

Call
1-800-268-2637
for this space
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Dental Centre

Baldwin
Animal
Hospital

Daniel Baturensky, DVM

Your Wealth is Inevitable build - maintain - retain

Alex Sg Ol pramBa
Wealth Advisor
416-894-7233
alexandersgroi@gmail.com

www. inevitablewealth.ca
Financial Development « Income Protection ¢ Life Insurance - Estate Organization

< | inevitable
w7 | Wealth

- TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637 =

- _ Dr. Austin Saldanha 4160 Baldwin St. S.
phone estimate, call: Parishioner Unit 13, Whitby
905-655-1099 Care for your entire family | P 905-655-CATS 905-655-BARK
INVISALIGN
Laura Kurucz, Bsc. QVN NAILS
Sales Representative F MABUHAY Waxing/Ingrown
y CLougf;lgn Rezllty }L?td I 42 Baldwin Street St & Diabetic Nails care
"Your Local Brooklin Realtor” " _ARE _ - Pre-booked appointments only
. Call 905.409.8889 REALTY LTD 905 655 3385 H 100B Lupin Dr. Whitby
il Find me on Facebook & Instagram brookllndentalcentre.com . Linh: 416-882-9153
62 Winchester Rd. E. Shopping St. Leo the Great CWL
E B kl i T Loca"y <=5\ Donna Shaddick
roo . INn 1aXx Saves Gas President
. & B.ookkeeplng Services Inc. 905-620-0724
Accounting ¢ Bookkeeping * Personal & Corporate Taxes
Alan Hogan 905.655.8556 All Are Welcome
BROOKLIN ( & 10
OPTOMETRIC ) \._J
THE PERFECT SPOT TO ADVERTISE | |cEnTRE S
YOUR BUSINESS' brooklineyecare.ca
5959 Anderson St
DR. PUI-YEE HO 905-655-6200
St. Leo's
Knights of Columbus

Get involved. Inquire now!
Larry Hallihan 905 620 0351
Igha2008@yahoo.ca
www.StLeoTheGreatKofc.ca

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge
W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whithy905-668-3410
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J L FUNERAL SERVICES Chrls Leahy
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In keeping with your Catholic faith Let our advertisers /)l D U R H A M
-‘ |_ www.catholic-cemeteries.com know you saw \\_}) SECURITY
Resurrection Cemetery their ad here. 905-556-1801
905-668-8912
Serving our Community with Compassion . The Cherub's Cupboard Turns_}lour home into a
' mart Home!
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